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time should come for a critical estimate of his life and
work. That time is, of course, still distant, but in. the
meanwhile such has been the desire of his co-workers
and pupils, and of many in the general public, for some
permanent record of the facts and dates of his life, that
it was thought best to arrange the available material, and
to publish it as early as possible for the gratification of
those concerned. "What is set down in the following
pages as fact has been submitted to his family and
scrutinized in the light of authentic records; what has
been taken verbatim from Dr. McCosh's letters or remi-
niscences is so marked. For the opinions expressed, the
writer alone is responsible, but in forming them he has
had valuable assistance from many quarters. In particu-
lar, he is under great obligations to Professors Oxmond
and Scott, and to the Eev. J. H. Dulles, all three of whom
were students in Princeton within the period of Dr.
McOosh's administration. He asks the reader's indul-
gence for the repetitions and somewhat irregular chro-
nology incident to the plan of the book.